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MASSES THIS WEEK (with YEAR A Readings)

Sunday 4 January 2026
8.30am
10.30am

Monday 5 January

No Mass today.

Tuesday 6 January

11.00am*

Wednesday 7 January

10.00am

Thursday 8 January

11.00am

Friday 9 January

11.00am

Saturday 10 January

10.00am

Sunday 11 January
8.30am

10.30am

Second Sunday after the Nativity
Mass intention for: People of the Parish
Mass intention for: Private Intention

Christmas Feria

Solemnity of the Epiphany of The Lord

Mass intention for: Alfonso & Giaconda Salsano R.I.P
Memorial of St Raymond of Penyafort, Priest
Mass intention for: Private Intention

Christmas Feria

Mass intention for: Private Intention

Christmas Feria

Mass intention for: Private Intention

Christmas Feria

Mass intention for: Alido & Eddie Ruiz R.1I.P.
Feast of the Baptism of the Lord

Mass intention for: People of the Parish

Mass intention for: Private Intention

0 The Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession) is available following Mass
each Saturday and by appointment at other times.
* Please note Tuesday’s Mass is at 11.00 am rather than the usual time of 10.00am



Anniversaries in January: Rev John Morgan (1718), Thomas Mewburn Crook (1949),
Charles Keeffe (1977), Margaret Steele (1978), Ronald Fry (1978),

James Moran (1989), Leofric Howell (1995), Sir Robert Grant Ferris (1997),

Juliet Bradley (2001), Eve Mary Smith (2001), Anne Mulroy (2004),

Elizabeth Bashford (2005), Bernadette Pinfield (2007), William Eardley 2009,
Thaddeus Keane 2010, Pam Taft (2011), Denis Thomas Kimberlin (2014),

Ellie Tansey (2019), Ray Fogg (2019), Noel Clark (2019)

In your charity, please pray for the repose of the soul of
PATRICIA DAVENHILL
May she Rest In Peace.

Patricia’'s Funeral Service will be held at St Mary’s on Monday 12th January at 12 noon.
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In your prayers please remember those who are sick and asked for our prayers:
Deirdre Brookes, Shirley Burns, Norma Fox, Denise Grant, Shirley Grant, Peter Handley,
Columb and Merryn Howell, Elizabeth Howell, Darren Jaye, Kath Lahive,

Angela Magaro, Ann Murphy, John & Ellen Mottram, Catherine Neale, Kevin O’Connor,
Ann Parry.

Q ... for all your offerings and donations.
Contributions to the Parish: 14-28 Dec 2025:
Regular, weekly Gift Aid Direct Debit: .................. £810.00
** Gift Aid Envelopes: ......cocviiiiiiiiiiii £245.00
Loose cash: .......oieiiii £557.10

PLEASE DO NOT LEAVE MONEY OR ENVELOPES CONTAINING MONEY IN THE
PORCH. If you wish to make a donation when Mass is not taking place and the church is
otherwise empty, please post your offering (in an envelope) in the letterbox in the

door of the Priest’'s House.

** DIRECT DEBIT, GIFT AID FORMS are available from the folder on the notice board in the
church porch. Please complete and either hand to Fr Richard or Fr John or put the Priest’'s House
letterbox.

PARISH SAFEGUARDING: The Parish operates in accordance with Statutory Safeguarding
Guidance and the National and Archdioceses policies and procedures at all times. Our Parish
Safeguarding Representative is Valerie Nolan. She can be contacted via:
sg.stmary.harvington@rcaob.org.uk or alternatively, the Diocesan Safeguarding team can be
contacted on: 01212306240 / safeguarding@rcaob.org.uk if you have any concerns.

PARISH COUNCIL CHAIRMAN: Peter Boszko - stmary.harvington@rcaob.org.uk

PARISH HEALTH & SAFETY OFFICER: Neil Summerfield -
hs.stmary.harvington@rcaob.org.uk

PARISH SECRETARY (Admin): Maggie Skinner - stmary.harvington@rcaob.org.uk
PARISH SECRETARY (Finance): Valerie Nolan - stmary.harvington@rcaob.org.uk

The emergency exit from the church is via the sacristy and through the house.


mailto:safeguarding@rcaob.org.uk

... to the many parishioners who contributed to the
preparation of the church for Christmas including the
donation then dressing of the Christmas tree, the
setting up of the crib, the beautiful floral arrangements
along with all the cleaning and polishing that made

St Mary’s ready for the arrival of Christ. This is an
opportunity to thank the many willing volunteers who support the parish in
numerous ways throughout the year. We are grateful.

CHRISTMAS OFFERINGS to Fr John.

Fr John wishes to express his sincere thanks to everyone for the Christmas
cards, gifts and offerings you have given to him. Your kindness and
generosity is greatly appreciated.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY:
ﬁzs 0 Saturday 4th July: St Mary’s Parish Summer Fete.
' 0 Sunday 6th September: Annual Pilgrimage to the
Shrine of the English Martyrs, Harvington Hall.

Ciddermineter With half-term fast approaching, when children

foodb k entitled to free school meals are at home for a week,
our local FOOD BANK will experience an increased
demand for their services.

If you would like to donate food and other essentials, please bring them to
church on or before Sunday 11 January. We will deliver them on your
behalf to the Kidderminster Food Bank collection point.

If you would prefer to donate money this will also be delivered directly to

the collection point. Please put cash or cheques made payable to

‘The Kidderminster Foodbank’in an envelope marked ‘FOOD BANK’ and
put it in the Offertory collection at Mass or, at other times, post through
the letter box in the door of the Priest's House. Thank you in advance!



THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD. This day was
R celebrated in the East and in certain Western
’/
Churches before being observed in Rome, seems

mw& to have been originally a feast of the nativity;
January 6, for those churches where it was kept,
EPIPHANY was the equivalent of Christmas (December 25) in

the Roman Church. The feast was introduced at
Rome in the second half of the sixth century and

became the complement and, so to say, the crown
of the Christmas festival.

Epiphany means manifestation. What the Church celebrates today is the
manifestation of our Lord to the whole world; after being made known to
the shepherds of Bethlehem He is revealed to the Magi who have come
from the East to adore Him. Christian tradition has ever seen in the Magi
the first fruits of the Gentiles; they lead in their wake all the peoples of
the earth, and thus the Epiphany is an affirmation of universal salvation.
St. Leo brings out this point admirably in a sermon, read at Matins, in
which he shows in the adoration of the Magi the beginnings of Christian
faith, the time when the great mass of the heathen sets off to follow the

star which summons it to seek its Saviour.

That is the meaning, too, of the wonderful prophecy from Isaiah which
the liturgy appoints to be read in the first nocturn at Matins and at the
Epistle of the Mass. This same thought of universal redemption the
Church returns to as she sings, in the antiphon to the Magnificat at 2nd
Vespers, applying the words to herself, of the union with Christ typified
by the wedding feast at Cana, by the baptism of her children
foreshadowed by that of Christ in the waters of the Jordan. Formerly the
Epiphany was an additional day for solemn baptisms.

https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/calendar/day.cfm?date=2019-01-06



