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MASSES THIS WEEK (with YEAR A Readings)

Sunday 11 January Feast of the Baptism of the Lord
8.30am Mass intention for: People of the Parish

10.30am Mass intention for: Private Intention

Monday 12 January Feria in Ordinary Time

12 noon: Funeral Service for Patricia Davenhill R.I.P.

Tuesday 13 January St Hilary, Bishop, Doctor of the Church

10.00am Mass intention for: Private Intention

Wednesday 14 January  Feria in Ordinary Time

10.00am Mass intention for: Private Intention

Thursday 15 January Feria in Ordinary Time

11.00am Mass intention for: Brenda O’Sullivan

Friday 16 January Feria in Ordinary Time

11.00am Mass intention for: Private Intention

Saturday 17 January Memorial of St Anthony, Abbot

10.00am Mass intention for: Private Intention

Sunday 18 January * Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
Peace Day. Octave of Christian Unity.

8.30am Mass intention for: People of the Parish
10.30am Mass intention for: Annie Mulroy R.I.P.

* There will be a second collection on this day for Pax Christi

0 The Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession) is available following Mass
each Saturday and by appointment at other times.



Anniversaries in January: Rev John Morgan (1718), Thomas Mewburn Crook (1949),
Charles Keeffe (1977), Margaret Steele (1978), Ronald Fry (1978),

James Moran (1989), Leofric Howell (1995), Sir Robert Grant Ferris (1997),

Juliet Bradley (2001), Eve Mary Smith (2001), Anne Mulroy (2004),

Elizabeth Bashford (2005), Bernadette Pinfield (2007), William Eardley 2009,
Thaddeus Keane 2010, Pam Taft (2011), Denis Thomas Kimberlin (2014),

Ellie Tansey (2019), Ray Fogg (2019), Noel Clark (2019)

In your charity, please pray for the repose of the soul of
PATRICIA DAVENHILL
May she Rest In Peace.

Patricia’'s Funeral Service will be held at St Mary’s on Monday 12th January at 12 noon.
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In your prayers please remember those who are sick and asked for our prayers:
Deirdre Brookes, Shirley Burns, Norma Fox, Denise Grant, Shirley Grant, Peter Handley,
Columb and Merryn Howell, Elizabeth Howell, Darren Jaye, Kath Lahive,

Angela Magaro, Ann Murphy, John & Ellen Mottram, Catherine Neale, Kevin O’Connor,
Ann Parry.

Q ... for all your offerings and donations.
Contributions to the Parish: 28 Dec 2025—4 Jan 2026:
Regular, weekly Gift Aid Direct Debit: .................. £405.00
** Gift Aid Envelopes: ......cocviiiiiiiiiiii £TBC
Loose cash: .......oieiiii £TBC
Crib Collection for the Friends of The Holy Land: ... £TBC

PLEASE DO NOT LEAVE MONEY OR ENVELOPES CONTAINING MONEY IN THE
PORCH. If you wish to make a donation when Mass is not taking place and the church is
otherwise empty, please post your offering (in an envelope) in the letterbox in the

door of the Priest’s House.

** DIRECT DEBIT, GIFT AID FORMS are available from the folder on the notice board in the
church porch. Please complete and either hand to Fr Richard or Fr John or put the Priest’'s House
letterbox.

PARISH SAFEGUARDING: The Parish operates in accordance with Statutory Safeguarding
Guidance and the National and Archdioceses policies and procedures at all times. Our Parish
Safeguarding Representative is Valerie Nolan. She can be contacted via:
sg.stmary.harvington@rcaob.org.uk or alternatively, the Diocesan Safeguarding team can be
contacted on: 01212306240 / safequarding@rcaob.org.uk if you have any concerns.

PARISH COUNCIL CHAIRMAN: Peter Boszko - stmary.harvington@rcaob.org.uk

PARISH HEALTH & SAFETY OFFICER: Neil Summerfield -
hs.stmary.harvington@rcaob.org.uk

PARISH SECRETARY (Admin): Maggie Skinner - stmary.harvington@rcaob.org.uk
PARISH SECRETARY (Finance): Valerie Nolan - stmary.harvington@rcaob.org.uk

The emergency exit from the church is via the sacristy and through the house.


mailto:safeguarding@rcaob.org.uk

Our collection for the KIDDERMINSTER FOOD-
Kidderminster BANK takes place this weekend. Donations of food

food b k and other essentials will be delivered on your behalf

to the Food Bank collection point in Kidderminster.

If you would prefer to donate cash or a cheque,
made payable to ‘The Kidderminster Foodbank’, please us an envelope
marked ‘FOOD BANK’, and put it in the Offertory collection. Donations will be
passed directly to the Kidderminster Foodbank Treasurer. If you wish the
Foodbank to benefit from the tax paid on your monetary donation please
complete the GIFT AID form (available in the church porch) and include it in
the envelope.

o HELP WANTED!
U We are indebted to all the volunteers who support the
w parish in numerous ways, some seen and some
h \ unseen. If you are looking for a ‘new year’s resolution’
t why not consider joining one, or more, of these four
ad e teams:
For either the 8.30 or 10.30 Sunday Masses:
. Stewards
. Readers
o Serving coffee etc after Mass

For alternate Thursdays and/or alternate Saturdays:
. Church Cleaning
If you would care to join any of our teams please contact Maggie in the office
by email: stmary.harvington@rcaob.org.uk.
f A ARE YOU MISSING OUT?
14— Every Friday, a PDF copy of the weekly newsletter is sent
§ il ,ﬂ\ﬁ? by email to everyone on our database who has requested it.
k=22 Along with a message from Fr John, it gives recipients a
chance to see the newsletter before or instead of picking up a paper copy on
Sundays. If you are not yet getting a copy via this route each week it is likely
you are not on our database, and you are missing out on the additional
information sometimes included in the covering letter.
If you would like to be included on the Parish database, please contact us by
email: stmary.harvington@rcaob.org.uk or complete one of the PARISH
FAMILY INFORMATION FORMS, to be found on the table in the porch and
post it in the box provided there.
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The Feast of the Baptism of the Lord is a
liturgical bridge that connects the Christmas
season to Ordinary Time. During the

Christmas season we pondered the
\\-\_\_,_,--"_Fﬂ_\-‘_\_"‘-—._ —

— Incarnation, Nativity, Presentation in the
S~ Temple, and Epiphany. Today, we see

Bﬁ?‘l I'ISM Jesus manifesting Himself to the world as He
Of the Lord

began His three years of public ministry.

The account of the baptism of Jesus in Mark, the earliest gospel, is also the
simplest. In Mark the Voice from heaven is addressed to Jesus himself, and
there is no sign that others heard it; it is an experience of Jesus: ‘You are
my Son’. In Matthew the Voice is addressed to the bystanders: ‘This is my
Son'. This makes the private revelation into a public scene, a declaration
that Jesus’ work is about to begin. In the same way our baptism is a public
scene, a declaration that we are committed to Christ in his Church — even if
we don’t remember it! Matthew also records the little dialogue of John’s
unwillingness to baptise Jesus. Why should Jesus enter into the community
of repentance which John was forming? He was no sinner! However, it was
a gesture that Jesus was entering fully into the condition of all humanity.
He shared fully in human nature, the nature of a humanity which had fallen
even though he himself was sinless. At the outset of his ministry Jesus must
reveal the fullness of his humanity, for only so could he redeem the fallen
human race. Jesus is not merely passive, for he himself joins with John in
making the positive step: ‘We must do all that righteousness demands’.
Dom Henry Wansbrough OSB

https://mycatholic.life/saints/saints-of-the-liturgical-year/baptism-of-the-lord-feast/#:~:text=The %20F east%200f%20the %20Baptism.in%

20the%20Temple%2C%20and%20Epiphany.
https://www.wednesdayword.org/downloads/parish_docs/928_Lords_Baptism_A_2026.pdf
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